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Re: Partial Mine Plan Modification Approval, Federal Gilsonite Lease UTU-0122694 Tom
Taylor #4 Shaft

PARTIAL MINE MODIFICATION PLAN APPROVAL

Backsround- The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Utah State Office, received your mine plan
modification on September 26,2008 for the addition of the Tom Taytor #4 shaft facilities. This shaft will
be located about 1000 feet NW ofthe existing Tom Taylor #3 shaft. The existing facilities at the Tom
Taylor #3 site will be utilized for the Tom Taylor #4 site. The location may intersect some old workings
and this is why drilling has also been proposed prior to sinking the shaft.

Approval- The mining plan modification is partially approved to mine and place facilities onto Federal
Gilsonite Lease UTU-0122694 at the location specified in the mining plan modification. You are also
approved to drill 2 vertical holes in the vein at the shaft location prior to commencing shaft sinking
operations. Final approval will be reserved until the results of the drilling are known.

NEPA- This action has been analyzed in an environmental assessment EA-USO-09-001. A Finding of
No Significant Impact was made based on the analysis.

Bond- The Lessee has a $136,000 bond in place. It appears that this is sufficient bonding to cover the
liabilities for reclamation, rentals and royalties for BLM. BLM may adjust the bond amount at any time.

Notice(s)-

I . Any exploration or additional activities not included in the Mine Plan Approval must be approved by
the BLM prior to commencement.
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2. Should mining conditions walrant a change to your mine plan approval (mining and reclamation plan),
you must submit, in writing a request for modification to the Utah State Office (attn: Mr. Stan Perkes) and
receive a written approval prior to conducting the proposed modification(s).

3' This approval does not constitute any other additional approvals necessary by agencies other than
BLM.

Conditions of Approval.

l. Drilling Results: Zeigler must submit a report on the drilling results to BLM prior to
commencement of shaft sinking operations. The report must address the thickness of the
barrier pillar, the location of any workings that may have been uncovered and the quality
of the air if a void is found. If the mine plan needs to be revised due to the situations
found in the drilling the report must address what changes are necessary. This can be
submitted as a minor modihcation.

2. Archeological Findings: The operator is responsible for informing all persons in the
area who are associated with this project that they will be subject to prosecution for
knowingly disturbing historic or archaeological sites, or collecting artifacts. Ifhistoric or
archaeological materials are uncovered during construction, the operator is to
immediately stop work that might further disturb such materials and contact the
Authorized Officer (AO) and the Vemal (Green River) District Manager. Within 5
working days the VDM will inform the operator as to: Whether the material appear
eligible for the National Register of Historic places.

The mitigation measures the operator will likely have to undertake before the site can be
used (assuming in situ preservation is not necessary).

A time frame for the VDM to complete an expedited review under 36 CFR 800.11 to
confirm, through the State Historic Preservation Officer, that the findings of the VDM are
correct and that mitigation is appropriate.

If the operator wishes, at any time, to relocate activities to avoid the expense of mitigation and/or
the delays associated with the process, the VDM will assume responsibility for whatever
recordation and stabilization of the exposed materials may be required. Otherwise, the operator
will be responsible for mitigation costs. The VDM will provide technical and procedural
guidelines for the conduct of mitigation. Upon verification from the VDM that the required
mitigation has been completed, the operator will then be allowed to resume construction.

3. Waste Rock Waste rock will be stored in such a manner as to prevent escape of the
material by wind and erosion.

4. Gilsonite Retention: A method of gilsonite retention shall be constructed on the low
side of the shaft and ore bin to contain any gilsonite particle movement by rain waters.
This can be constructed from straw bales or other suitable materials. Any method of
retention must be maintained. Material that is retained must be cleaned up as part of tle
reclamation efflon.

5. Reclamation: All reclamation shall be in accordance with the reclamation plan. If there
is a conflict between the plan and the stipulations, the stipulations will prevail.
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a. concrete seals. Final designs shall be submitted and reviewed by BLM prior to
seal construction. The collar and other structures shall be removed. The frnal
concrete seal over openings that penetrate the surface must conform to the
following:

i. Bed Rock - Ifthe seal is to be in an exposed rock outcrop, the top ofthe
seal shall be constructed as to conform with the contour ofthe outcrop as
to blend in the sunound rock out crop. The bottom ofthe seal shall sit on
bedrock.

ii. Soil Area-If the seal is to be in an area where soil will cover the shaft seal,
the top of the seal shall be placed in bedrock a minimum of 2 feet below
the top of the reclaimed soil.

iii. Other - Upon abandonment, all equipment shall be removed and all
contours shall approximate the original contour except for the main road
which shall be left in-place. All waste rock shall be dumped into the shaft
or contoured if there is suffrcient top soil to cover the rock. All material in
retention ponds shall be removed. The stockpiled topsoil shall be spread
and a seeding plan shall be submitted and approved by the AO prior to
finalizing reclamation. All materials left in the mine shall be reported to
the "AO prior to removal of the ability to descend down the shaft via the
hoist and bucket.

Ground water: Should groundwater be encountered of greater than 5 gallons per hour
in the subsurface during the mining of Gilsonite, ziegler shall contact the mining
Engineer at the Utah state office (801-539-4036) and the vernal District offrce
hydrologist or Geologist (801[435] 7s4-4400) within 24 hours of the ground water flow
and report the following conditions.

a. True vertical encountered deoth.
b. Subsurface location at which it was encountered
c. The approximate flow rate into the mine
d' Association of flow with any major geologic features such as a fault ofr fracture

surface.
Based upon this information, the Ao will determine if the lessee will be required to
monitor the effect of the flow into the mine on any nearby wildlife, or stock wells. If
such well are affected, the Ao may require the lessee to supply replacement water to the
affected stock or wildlife ponds.

All groundwater flows shall be sampled and analyzed for major cations, anions, total
dissolved solids, pH, and total suspended solids. Besides these analyses the lessee shall
follow the rules and regulations of the State of Utah pertaining to the sampling
parameters for pollutants and surface effluent discharges from the proposed gilsonite
mine (Utah Administrative Code, August 4,7995,T 317-1.2: General Requirements:
R3l7-8.3: Application Requirements (for a UPDES Permit: R317-6-2: Ground Water
Quality Standards). Results from these analyses and sampling parameters for pollutants
as required by the State of Utah shall be proved to the 'Vemal District Office Hydrologist
(Vernal District Offrce, 170 South, 500 East, Vemal, Utah, 84078) and Utah State office,
Mining Engineer (P.O. Box 45155, Salt Lake City, Utah 84145-0155) within 30 working
days of encountering the water.

Standard Stipulations on the Mining Plan Approval:
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Gilsonite Lease Stipulations

7' Surface Pillar: As approved by the AO prior to mining, the lessee shall be required to
leave a surface pillar of sufficient size to protect the surface or to blast the openings closed
to insure future surface stability and allow for final reclamation ofthe area for safe use.

8. Paleontolory: Before beginning any surface disturbing activities within the boundaries
of the leased lands, the lessee may be required by the Ao to conduct an assessment of
paleontological resources if the Duchesne River, Uinta, or Green River formations are
exposed on the surface ofthe leased lands. An assessment includes a search, conducted
by a qualified paleontologist, of information on file at museums, universities, and./or
geological surveys, and ifnecessary a search ofpublished and unpublished literatwe. A
subsequent field survey for paleontological resources may then be required, in accordance
with BLM Handbook 8270-1. The paleontologist shall report any discoveries of
significant fossils and recommend mitigation measures in an acceptable report to the AO.
Costs of assessment and mitigation shall be bome by the lessee.

If the lessee discovers a vertebrate fossil(s) during operations under the lease, the lessee
shall immediately notify the AO and avoid disturbing the fossil(s). Within 2 working says
after the discovery of a fossil(s), the AO or a qualified paleontologist shall evaluate the
discovery. Any scientifically significant fossils (all vertebrate remains, tracks or traces,
and other fossils identified on a case-by-case basis) shall remain the property of the United
States government and must be collected by a qualified paleontologist for storage in a
suitable repository.

9. Royalty Value of Un-Mined Gilsonite: The lessee shall pay the value of the royalty
due on any gilsonite which would have been produced/recovered under the approved mine
plan, which is otherwise lost or left economically inaccessible by mining
practices/techniques, unless approval for leaving the gilsonite has been granted in writing
by the AO prior to the mining.

4. waste certification: The lessee smust provide upon abandonment, transfer of
operation, assignment of rights, prior to reclamation activities and lease relinquishment,
certification to the lessor that, based upon a complete search ofall the records for the lease
and its associated mine operation(s), and upon lessee's and the operator's knowledge of
past mining operations associated with the lease, there have been no reportable quantities
of hazardous substances per 40 CFR 302.4 or used oil (as per tltah Stqte Administrative
Code R-315-15l, discharged, deposited, or released within the lease, either on the surface
or underground, and that all remedial actions necessary have been taken to protect human
health and the environment with respect to any such substances. Lessee must additionally
provide to lessor a complete list ofall hazardous substances and hazardous materials and
their Chemical Abstract Services Registry Numbers, and the oil and petroleum products
used or stored on, or delivered to, the lease. such disclosure will be in addition to any
other disclosure required by law or agreement. If there has been a release prior to tlre time
application is made for the relinquishment of all or a portion of the leased area, the lessee
shall provide to the Authorized officer, at lessee's expense, a Phase II, American Society
for Testing and Materials (ASTM) Environmental site Assessment (E 1903-97 ;2002 or
latest version), or an equivalent report (as determined by the Authorized offrcer),
documenting existing site conditions. Prior to the submission of the Phase II
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Environmental Site Assessment, the lessee shall provide a proposed work plan, including a
schedule, for such Site Assessment to the Authorized officer. Upon approval of the woik
plan by the Authorized Officer the lessee shall complete the Site Assessment. To the extent
the Authorized Ofhcer determines that further investigation of existing site conditions is
necessary prior to relinquishment acceptance, the lessee shall be responsible for such
further assessment.

10. Noxious/Invasive Weeds: The lessee/operator shall arurually inspect active and
inactive operational areas on each lease for noxious weeds (that are listed for control by the
State of Utah, the utah BLM, and uintah county) and for invasive weed species. If any of
the listed weeds are found, control must be initiated by the lessee. The lessee should
contact the Weed Control official at the Vemal Filed Office in advance to discuss the
planned control method (lessees are required to obtain a permit prior to the control through
the application ofapproved herbicides). The lessee should chemically treat annual
invasive weeds (such as cheatgrass) in areas ofhigh activity so as to prevent the potential
offire on the site and buildup of fire potential. A plan shall be submitted and approved by
the AO prior to the initiation of any control of weeds.

I l. Temporary Cessation: Prior to any cessation of operations (this does not include
normally scheduled days off and holidays), the lessee shall notify the Ao 5 days in
advance in order to conduct an inspection ofthe mine or drilling operations. Prior to a
continuation of work, the lessee shall notify the Ao of work that is to resume.

12. Top soil Removal: The lessee shall remove at least 3 inches of soil prior to
construction and windrow it in an area away from the activities. The wind rows shall not
be higher than 5 feet high for the disturbed area where the mine site activities will be
located. The windrows (both for the road and mine site area shall be seeded during the
fall season with a seed mix approved by the Authorized officer. The seed bed shall be
properly prepared and the seed shall be covered after application. Ifthe seed mix is
broadcast then it shall be doubled.

13' As-Built Drawings: The lessee shall submit an as-built drawing to the BLM
Authorized officer within 90 after surface facility construction is completed.

Appeal Rights- You have 30 days to appeal this approval to the Board ofland Appeals, Office ofthe
Secretary, in accordance with the regulation at 43 CFR Part 4 and Form 1842-l (enclosed). If an appeal
is taken, your notice of appeal must be filed in this office within 30 days foliowing the date oiihis
approval. The appellant has the burden of showing that the decision appealed from is in error.

If you wish to file a petition pursuant to regulation 43 CFR 4.21 (58 FR 4939, January 19, 1993) for a
stay of the eflectiveness of this decision during the time that your appeal is being reviewed by the Board,
the petition for a stay must accompany your notice of appeal. A petition for a stay is required to show
sufficientjustification based on the standards listed below. Copies ofthe notice ofappeal and the petition
for a stay must also be submitted to the Office of tlre Solicitor (see 43 CFR 4.48f itthe same time the
original documents are filed with this office. If you request a stay, you have the burden of proof to
demonstrate that a stay should be granted.

Standards for Obtaining a Stay



Except as otherwise provided by law or other pertinent regulations, a petition for a stay of a decision
pending appeal shall show sufficientjustification based on the following standards:

(l) The relative harm to the parties ifthe stay is granted or denied,
(2) The likelihood of the appellant's success on the merits,
(3) The likelihood of immediate and ineparable harm if the stay is not granted, and
(4) Whether the public interest favors granting the stay.

For further information contact Mr. Stan perkes, (801) 539-4036.

Sincerely,

J. D. McKenzie
Acting Chief, Branch Solid Minerals

Enclosure
l. Map

bcc: Central Fites
Vernal Field Office
Utah Division of Oil, Gas, and Mining (Attn. Leslie Heppler, 1594 West North Temple, P.O. Box
145801, Salt Lake City, Utah, g4l l4_5g01

SPerkes:sa:11/07l08:Mine Files/ZieglerlTT#4 Shaft rnining plan approval l0 23 200g



I
,
t

I

,r rnl ch {.-,rhty

.p
(tl >

.+. : ir,,:ll iiC(r.1ls ,/il lcel



U.S. Department
Bureau of Land

of the Interior
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Environmental Assessment UT- USO-09-001
November 7.2008

Tom Taylor #4 Shaft Mining Plan Modification
Federal Gilsonite Lease ATA -A122694

(T. l0 S. R. 24 E. Section 3, Lot 2 )

Location: T. l0 5., R. 24 E., Section 3, Lot 2, SLBM
Applicant/Address: Ziegler Chemical and Mineral Corporation

Star Route
Vernal. Utah 87078

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Utah State Office
200 South 420 West

Salt Lake City, UAT8410l-1345
(801) 539-4036 Fax: (801) 539-4060



CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION AND NEED FOR THE PROPOSED
ACTION

INTRODUCTION

Ziegler Chemical and Mineral Corporation (Ziegler) holds the rights to the Federal
Gilsonite Lease U -0122694located on T. 10 S., R. 24 E., Section 3, Lots 1 &2, SLBM.
Mining on this lease has been conducted for many years and Zeigler proposes a
modification of the existing mining plan. At the present time mining has ceased in the #3
shaft due to a number of considerations primarily ground water and weak rock that
collapses into the mine. Ziegler Chemical and Mineral Corporation have requested a

modification to their Mining Plan to open a new shaft up on the NW portion of the vein.
A11 the facilities at the present location would be moved to the new location. Ziegler
would conduct a drilling program that includes two vertical drill holes to verify
underground conditions prior to mining.

NEED F'ORTIIE PROPOSED ACTION

At the present time the Tom Taylor #3 shaft is shutdown because there is water and weak
rock that collapses in the mining area. ZiegTer has chosen to move operations to the NW
of their existine site.

CONFORMANCE WITH BLM LAND USE PLAN(S)

The proposed action would be in conformance with the Book Cliffs Resource
Management Plan (BCRMP) approved in 1984. The plan states on page lT,TabIe 2-1,
"Gilsonite would be leased while other resource values would be protected or mitigated".
The leases were readjusted under the BCRMP on February |, 2004.

The proposed mine plan modification approval also would be in conformance with the
recently completed Vernal RMP (October 2008). The Vernal RMP is consistent with the
gilsonite decision in the Book Cliffs Resource Management Plan (BCRMP). On Page 98
of the Record of Decision (ROD) for the Vernal RMP the Leasable Minerals (MLE)
Gilsonite and Phosphate decision, MLE-10 states:

*36,846 acres along 172 miles of Gilsonite veins will be available for prospecting,
leasing, and development of Gilsonite (additional veins located through field
study or prospecting not shown on Figure 9a will also be available if such are

within "open" category lands)."

The proposed operations are in "open" category lands.



RELATIONSHIPS TO STATUTES, REGULATIONS AND OTHERPLANS
Gilsonite mining is in accordance with The Mineral Leasing Act of 1920 as amended and
the regulations at 43 CFR 3590 - Mining Plans. This action also would require a
mining/reclamation permit modification under the State of Utah regulatory progam
(R647). The Alternatives in the EA are consistent with the Vernal RMP (October 2008).

l. Other NEPA documents that are relevant to the proposed operations include:

a. Environmental Assessment for Zieglu Chemical and Mineral
Corporation's Tom Taylor Gilsonite Mine Shaft #3, Uintah County,
Utah, EA No. 1997-21

Bureau of Land Management Programmatic Environmental Impact
Statement for vegetation Treatments Using Herbicides on BLM Lands
in 17 Western States, ROD September 2007.

Vernal Record of Decision and Approved Research Management Plan,
October 2008

BLM would incorporate relevant mitigating measures and procedures from these
documents into the proposed mine plan modification decision.

CHAPTER 2
DESCRIPTION OF ALTERNATIVES

INTRODUCTION

This EA focuses on the Proposed and No Action Altematives. Another altemative that
was considered but eliminated from analysis is to move the location of the shaft. Potential
locations are limited due to the fact that most of the area has been under mined. Mining
through previously mined areas creates stability problems and introduces safety risks. In
open or mined out areas it is prudent to avoid mining through old workings. Analysis of
an altemate location is not necessary because impacts from mining at the proposed
location can be adequately mitigated.

The lease allows for the mining of the gilsonite, therefore the No Action Alternative is
considered and analyzed to provide a baseline for comparison of the impacts of the
proposed action.

b.



PROPOSED ACTION

The proposed action is to move the existing facilities and begin mining approximately
1000 feet to the NW of the current Tom Taylor #3 shaft (Federal Gilsonite Lease UTU-
0122694 - T l0 S., R. 24 E, Section 3, Lots 1 & 2, Uintah County, Utah). The facilities
at the new site would include a hoist house with a diesel powered hoist, head frame for
the shaft, a diesel generator, ore bins and a suction system to bring the ore to the surface.
These are typical mine facilities for gilsonite mining. The amount of disturbance would
be less than one acre. Reclamation would begin on the Tom Taylor #3 Shaft location so

the amount of disturbance at one time would be less than Yt acre. The proposed action
may include use of herbicides. Only herbicides approved in the Record of Decision for
the Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement for Vegetation Treatments Using
Herbicides on BLM Lands in l7 Western States, and the Standard Operating Procedures,
Prevention Measures, and Mitigation Measures that are applicable to this project area
would be used under the proposed mine plan approval .

This approval would be in-place until all the economic gilsonite is mined out of this part
ofthe vein. This could take up to 20 years.

The following conditions of approval for other resources are already in the mining plan.

l. Archeological Findings: The operator is responsible for informing all persons in
the area who are associated with this project that they will be subject to
prosecution for knowingly disturbing historic or archaeological sites, or collecting
artifacts. If historic or archaeological materials are uncovered during
construction, the operator is to immediately stop work that might further disturb
such materials and contact the Authorized Officer (AO) and the Vemal (Green
River ) District Manager. Within 5 working days the VDM will inform the
operator as to:

Whether the material appear eligible for the National Register of Historic Places.

The mitigation measures the operator will likely have to undertake before the site
can be used (assuming in situ preservation is not necessary).

A time frame for the VDM to complete an expedited review under 36 CFR 800.11

to confirm, through the State Historic Preservation Officer, that the findings of the
VDM are correct and that mitigation is appropriate.

If the operator wishes, at any time, to relocate activities to avoid the expense of
responsibility for whatever recordation and stabilization of the exposed materials may
be required. Otherwise, the operator will be responsible for mitigation costs. The
VDM will provide technical and procedural guidelines for the conduct of mitigation.
Upon verification from the VDM that the required mitigation has been completed, the
operator will then be allowed to resume construction.
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Waste Rock. Waste rock will be stored in such a manner as to prevent escape of
the material by wind and erosion.
Gilsonite Retention: A method of gilsonite retention shall be constructed on the
low side of the shaft and ore bin to contain any gilsonite particle movement by
rain waters. This can be conshucted from straw bales or other suitable materials.
Any method of retention must be maintained. Material that is retained must be
cleaned up as part of the reclamation effort.
Reclamation: Al1 reclamation shall be in accordance with the reclamation plan.
If there is a conflict between the plan and the stipulations, the stipulations will
prevail.

a. Concrete Seals. Final designs shall be submitted and reviewed by BLM
prior to seal construction. The collar and other structures shall be
rernoved. The final concrete seal over openings that penetrate the surface
must conform to the following:

i. Bed Rock - If the seal is to be in an exposed rock outcrop, the top
of the sea.l shall be constructed as to conform with the contour of
the outcrop as to blend in the surround rock out crop. The bottom
of the sea.l shall sit on bedrock.

ii. Soil Area-If the seal is to be in an area where soil will cover the
shaft seal, the top of the seal shall be placed in bedrock a minimum
of 2 feet below the top of the reclaimed soil.

iii. Other - Upon abandonment, all equipment shall be removed and
all contours shall approximate the original contour except for the
main road which shall be left in-place. All waste rock shall be
dumped into the shaft or contoured if there is sufficient top soil to
cover the rock. All material in retention ponds shall be removed.
The stockpiled topsoil shall be spread and a seeding plan shall be
submitted and approved by the AO prior to finalizing reclamation.
All materials left in the mine shall be reported to the "AO prior to
removal of the ability to descend down the shaft via the hoist and
bucket.

Ground Water. Should groundwater be encountered of greater than 5 gallons per
hour in the subsurface during the mining of Gilsonite, Ztegler shall contact the
mining Engineer at the Utah State Office (801-539-4036) and the Vemal District
Office hydrologist or Geologist (801[435] 784-4400)within24 hours of the
ground water flow and report the following conditions.

a. True vertical encountered depth.
b. Subsurface location at which it was encountered
c. The approximate flow rate into the mine
d. Association of flow with any major geologic features such as a fault ofr

fracture surface.
Based upon this information, the AO will determine if the lessee will be required
to monitor the effect of the flow into the mine on any nearby wildlife, or stock
wells. If such well are affected, the AO may require the lessee to supply
replacement water to the affected stock or wildlife ponds.

4.

5.



All groundwater flows shall be sampled and analyzed for major cations, anions,
total dissolved solids, pH, and total suspended solids. Besides these analyses the
lessee shall follow the rules and regulations of the State of Utah pertaining to the
sampling parameters for pollutants and surface effluent discharges from the
proposed gilsonite mine (Utah Administrative Code, August 4,7995,T 317-1.2:
General Requirernents: R317-8.3: Application Requirements (for a UPDES
Permit: F.3l7 -6-2: Ground Water Quality Standards). Results from these analyses
and sampling parameters for pollutants as required by the State of Utah shall be
proved to the 'Vemal District Office Hydrologist (Vernal District Office, 170
South, 500 East, Vernal, Utah, 84078) and Utah State office, Mining Engineer
(P.O. Box 45155, Salt Lake City Utah 84145-0155) within 30 working days of
encountering the water.

NOACTION

The No Action Altemative would disallow the facilities to move and since there is no
other substantial option for placement of facilities, the lessee would not be allowed to
exercise his rights under the existing federal lease. BLM's authority to implonent the No
Action Alternative may be limited because Federal Gilsonite leases allow for the
extraction of the Solid Minerals. This would cause a violation of lease terms and
conditions and the lessee may seek financial restitution in a court of law. The lease is
almost mined out so if this action was to be chosen then full reclamation in lieu of partial
reclamation would commence immediately.

CHAPTER 3
AF'FECTED ENVIRONMENT

INTRODUCTION AND GENERAL SETTING

ZiegJu Chernical and Mineral Corporation hold the rights to the Federal Gilsonite Lease
U -0122694located on T. l0 S., R. 24 E., Section 3, Lots 1 &2, SLBM. Mining on this
lease has been conducted for many years. Mining first began in the Tom Taylor #3 shaft
in 1968. It was again approved in1997 and operated until June 2008.

The vegetative cover of the mine site is dominated by sagebrush, rabbitbrush, and
juniper. The mean annual temperature is 47.8 degrees F. The mean annual precipitation
9.17 inches with May and October being the wettest months and February and December
the driest. The terrain is steep and rugged. The surface mainly consists of the Uinta
Sandstone and the Little Emma (Uinta Lode) gilsonite vein runs North 56 degrees West
and is about 24 inches wide at the surface. The area is drained by a dry wash into the
White River via Wagon Hound Canyon. The project area is included in Antelope Herd
Unit 7, but in the vicinity ofthe project area it is too steep and irregular for pronghorn.
Based on the previous EA, unique farmlands, floodplains, wetland/riparian zones, wild
and scenic rivers and wildemess do not occur in the vicinity of the project.



In Appendix A, the Interdisciplinary Team Analysis Record Checklist, provides a brief
description of the affected environment of both the Proposed Action and the No Action
Altematives. The affected environment of the Proposed Action and No Action
Altematives was considered and analyzed by an interdisciplinary team as documented in
the lnterdisciplinary Team Analysis Record Checklist,, Appendix A. The checklist
indicates which resources of concem are either not present in the project area, would not
be impacted to a degree that requires detailed analysis or could potentially be impacted
and require further analysis. Based on the Interdisciplinary Team Analysis Record
Checklist the only resources that require fui'ther analysis are air quality and soils. The
affected environment for air quality and soils are described below.

Figure I Photo Tom Taylor #4 Proposed Shaft Site
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Resource A: Air Quality
Section 3.2 of the Vemal Proposed RMPiFinal EIS describes ambient air quality in the

vicinity of the proposed mining operations. This information is incorporated by
referenoe. The proposed mine area is located in a region designated as unclassifiable for
PMro and unclassifiable/attainment for all other airbome Dollutants.

Resource B: Soils

The soils in the area of T. 10 S." R. 24 E, Sec 3, Lot 2, SLBM have been designated as

Badland-Walknolls-Rock outcrop complex, 50 to 90 percent slopes
A-0 to 3 inches; very chamery loam
Bkl--3 to 7 inches; very channery loam
Bk2 7 to l6 inches; extremely channery sandy loarn
R-16 to 20 inches; unw'eathered bedrock
The project area is about lz of an acre including the road. This will be disturbed in the project.

CHAPTER 4
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

DIRECT AND INDIRECT IN,TPACTS

This EA is tiered to the following documents for the follou,ing reasons:



a. Environmental AssessmenL for Ziegler Chemical and Mineral Corporation's
Tom Taylor Gilsonite Mine Shaft #3, Uintah County, Utah, EA No. 1997-21.
BLM's approval will tier to the decision for this document and apply the
stipulations that were brought forward from the analysis.

b. Bureau of Land Management Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement
for vegetation Treatments Using Herbicides on BLM Lands in 17 Westem States,
ROD September 2007. BLM's decision will tier the decision for this document
for approval of herbicides for use in the proposed mining operation.

PROPOSED ACTION
This section analyzes the impacts ofthe proposed action to those resources described in
the affected environment Section 3 above.

Resource A: Air Quality

The air surrounding the mine could be affected by the following:

l. Mine vacuum system that moves the gilsonite from the working area to the
surface.
Generator that will power all the equipment at the mine. This will be powered
by a diesel engine.
Gilsonite spillage. This can be at the point of transfer to the truck or spillage
from the truck.
Dust generated ilom the vehicles traveling on the dirt road.

The proposed mine plan includes the following mitigation measures for air quality:

1. The proposed mine plan commits to use Mikropul filters on the vacuum
system that would remove the gilsonite from the mine to the surface. The
Mikropul filters normally are rated at 99.8Vo effective for a l0 micron or
larger dust parlicle. This is already mitigated in the mine plan and therefore
does not need to be addressed further.

2. The generator would be a commercial product and there would be a minor
amount of air degradation due to the exhaust of the system. Exhaust from
vehicles also would be a minor source of emissions. However, the same or
similar generator and vehicles that were used in the past at the Tom Taylor #3
site would be used in the future at the Tom Taylor #4 site and no increases in
emissions are expected. Emissions would contlnue to be minimal and no
additional mitigation is required.

3. The mine plan states that the trucks would have covers on them to avoid any
spillage or gilsonite dust blowing from the trucks. It is standard practice to
have a fabric chute to connect the gilsonite ore bins to the trucks so that
gilsonite dust is not generated by the transfer ofthe ore from the bins to the

2.
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trucks. Because, of this mitigating measure, gilsonite dust ernissions would
not increase and not further mitigation is required.

4. The travel distance to the paved road from the Tom Taylor #4 minesite is
approximately 8050 feet. Approximately 685 feet of unimproved road and
350 feet ofnew disturbed road would be used to connect the Tom Taylor #3
mine site to the Tom Taylor #4 mine site. The proposal does not include an
increase in traffic. The destination point for trafTic would be approximately
1025 feet further with 350 feet of new unimproved road. There would be an
average of 6 round trips per day (4 days per week) made to the minesite. The
workers would make two trips (one up and one back or one round trip); the
supervisor would do the same and the ore haulage trucks would make two
round trips or 4 single trips.

The speed ofthe vehicles is critical in dust generation. In a study "Road Dust
Suppressants: A Win Win Solution", Thomas G. Sanders P.E., PHD, DEE,
Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering, Colorado State
University, Fort Collins, Colorado found that there is a linear relationship
between speed and the amount of dust that is generated on an unimproved
road. In other words the faster a vehicle travels the more dust it would
generate. When a vehicle was operated at 45 mph for 3 minutes the amount of
dust generated was 5.6 grams. When operated at 20 mph for 3 minutes the
amgql_C.qgrateq yry3! out 2. 2 grams.

Dust Generation as Function of
Speed for Three Minutes, all data

<c
o
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T imc of Run: 3 nin
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Sowce: "Road Dust Suppressants: A Win Win Solution", by Thomas G.
Sanders P.8., PHD, DEE, Department of Civil and Environmental
Engineering, Colorado State University, Fort Collins, Colorado
www.minexpo.com/Presentations/sanders.pdf

AMT-Amount in grams
mi/hr-miles per hour

Due to the steepness and roughness of the road to the proposed mine site, vehicles
generally could not travel over 20 mph. The ore haulage trucks could not travel over 15

mph because the road is steep and haul trucks would go uphill unloaded and downhill
loaded. The number of mining related trips per day would be the same as in the past.
Because ofthe low frequency oftrips anticipated and the expected slow speed of
vehicles, the amount of dust generated would be small. Therefore, increases in fugitive
dust in the air would be minimal.

Resource B: Soil

The proposed action would disturb soil due to road construction and mine site
development. If soils were not removed and stockpiled they would be subject to wind
and water erosion. However the following mitigating measures from BLM EA No. 1997-
21 would be applied:

The lessee shall remove at least 3 inches of soil prior to construction and windrow
it in an area away from the activities. The wind rows shall not be higher than 5

feet high for the disturbed area where the mine site activities would be located.
The windrows (both for the road and mine site area shall be seeded during the fall
season with a seed mix approved by the Authorized Officer. The seed bed shall
be properly prepared and the seed shall be covered after application. Ifthe seed
mix is broadcast then it shall be doubled.

After the mining is complete soil would be replaced on the disturbed areas and reseeded.
Road berms also would be the reseeded to prevent spread of weeds. With these measures
there would be only negligible increases in soil erosion and 1oss.

NO ACTION

The no-action alternative would not meet the need for the proposed action. It is analyzed
as a baseline for comparison with the impacts of the proposed action. The lease grants the
rights to mine gilsonite. Because there are no other feasible places on the lease to place
the shaft and the surface facilities, no action would mean that mining could not take place
and the benefits of mining including generation of revenue would be foregone. If the no-
action altemative were chosen the company would have the right to seek compensation in
a court of competent jurisdiction for relief.

l1



Resource A: Air Quality
There would be no impacts to Air Quality from the proposed activity because there would
be no operation. The localized minor increases in fugitive dust expected in the vicinity of
the proposed operation would be avoided but other activities such as oil and gas
development would continue to impact air quality in the Uinta Basin.

Resource B: Soils
There negligible increases in soil erosion anticipated with the proposed action ri'ould be
avoided because there would be no gilsonite mining operation on the lease.

CUMULATIVE IMPACTS

Cumulative impacts are those impacts resulting from the incremental impact of an action
when added to otherpast, present, orreasonably foreseeable actions regardless ofwhat
agency or person undertakes such other actions. The movement of the mine facilities
from the Tom Taylor #3 Shaft location to the #4 location would cause minimal, localized
short-term increases in fugitive dust and soil erosion. Because impacts can be mitigated
there would be no long term cumulative impacts due to the project. The short-term
impacts would be negligible due to the minimal size of the disturbance, the low
frequency of traffic to the site and the mitigation measures that would be required.
Cumulative impacts on air quality soils and other resources from other activities are
artalyzed in Section 4.23 of the BLM Vernal Proposed RMP/Final EIS, 2008.

CHAPTER 5
PERSONS, GROUPS, AND AGENCIES CONSULTED

During preparation of the EA, the public was notified of the proposed action by posting
on the Utah lntemet Homepage on 15 October 2008. No one has contacted BLM in
response to the notice. A public comment period was not offered because very little
interest in the proposal has been expressed. BLM offered a comment period for the
original Tom Taylor #3 Shaft EA but no comments received.

Table 5.1. List of Personso Agencies and Organizations Consulted

Name
Purpose & Authorities for
Consultation or Coordination Findings & Conclusions

Ziegler Chemical and Mineral
Corporation

Mining Plan submittal, 43 CFR
3590

Mine plan revision

List of Preparers

72



Table 5.2. List of Preparers

BLM Preparers

Name TiUe Responsible for the Following Section(s) of this
Document

Stan Perkes Mining Engineer All sections
Clayton Newberrv Botanist IDTR checklist for Plants and T&E Species
Brandon McDonald Wildlife Biolosist IDTR checklist for Wildlife and T&E Species
Blaine Phillips Archeologist IDTR checklist for Archeology and Tribal

Consultation
Robin Hansen Geologist IDTR checklist for Paleontolosv
Mark Wimmer NEPA Coordinator IDTR checklist
Chuck Patterson Recreation Specialist IDTR checklist for Recreation

on-
Narne Title Responsible for the Following Section(s) of this

Document
Bob Davis Superintendent, Ziegler

Chemical and Mineral
Corporation

Description ofproposed action and coordinates of
dishrbed area and road location



INTERDISCPLINARY TEAM ANALYSIS RECORD CHECKLIST

Project Title: Tom Taylor *f4 Shaft

NEPA Log Number: UT-USO-09-001

File/Serial Number: UTU-O I 22694

Project Leader: Stan Perkes

DETERMINATION OF STAFF': (Choose one of the following abbreviated options for the left column)

NP = not present in the area impacted by the proposed or altemative actions
NI : present, but not affected to a degree that detailed analysis is required
PI : present with potential for significant impact analyzed in detail in the EA; or identified in a DNA as

requiring fu rther analysis
NC : (DNAs only) actions and impacts not changed from those disclosed in the existing NEPA documents

cited in Section C of the DNA form.

Determi-
nation Resource Rationale for Determination* Signature Date

PI Air Quality

Ihese were covered by the original 1997 EA: The air lift system
:ontains Mikropul Filters that removes the gilsonite dust during
nining. These filters normally remove 99.8% of dust particles
greater than l0 microns. The gilsonite tmck would be equipped
with a cover to keep gilsonite liom spilling on the road.
Dusl qeneration liom truck traffic is a new issue.

Stan Perkes 0129t2008

NP
Areas of Critical Environmental

Concem
According to the BCRA and GIS data base there are no ACEC's
:resent in the minine area

Stan Perkes 0i30l2008

NP
Potential Areas of Critical
Environmental Concem

Checked the BLM GIS data base layer and there were no
Potential fu'eas of Critical Environmental Concem oresent

Stan Perkes 0i30l2008

NI Cultural Resources

Ihere are no cultural resource sites located in the project area.
However, three isolated finds were found during the cultural
field survey. None of the isolated finds were determined to be
:ligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.
Ihis determination is based upon the consultant's Report date
September 3. 2008

Blaine Phillips 10t30t2008

NP Environmental Justice

fhe proposed actions would not create disproportionately high
rnd adverse human health impacts or environmental effects on
ninority or low-income populations in the area as there are no
ninoritv or low-income populations in the Droiect area.

Mark Wimmer t0t24t2008

NP Farmlands (Prime or Unique)

A.ll prime or unique farm lands in the Uintah Basin must be
.rrigated to be considered under this designation, among other
[actors. No irrigated lands are located in the proposed action
rea; therefore this resource will not be cartied forward for
matysls.

Mark Wimmer 0i24t2008

NP Floodplains Ihere are no Flood Plains in this area based on site visitation Clalton Newberry 0t15/2008

NI Invasive. Non-native Soecies

lnvasive species can be introduced during the mining and durinp
:he reclamation. A modification to the plan (April 2004) Ziegler
ras committed to prer,ent the establishment of noxious weed
varieties. Standard Stipulations placed on the mining plan
rpproval would help mitigate Invasive and non-native species
nvasion.

Stan Perkes 0t15/2008

t4



Determi-
nation Resource Rationale for Determination* Signature Dste

NP
Native American Religious

Concern s
\o Concems based upon lhe Repon date September 3.2008 Blaine Phillips 10i30/2008

NP
Threatened, Endangered or

Candidate Plant Species
Based on a review ofthe GIS data and personal knowledge liom
oast field visits there are none Dresent.

Clayton Newberry 0/15/2008

NP
Threatened, Endangered or
Candidate Animal Species

None present based on a review ofthe BLM GIS data and field
risit.

Brandon McDonald 0t29/2008

NI Wastes (hazardous or solid)

Mine plan states that less than 10,000 pounds of any chemical
from EPA's consolidated list of Chemicals Subject to Reporting
Under Title III ofthe Superfund Amendments and
Reauthorization Act (SARA) would be used on the mine site.
Solid waste would be removed fiom the site. This was covered
in the orieinal 1997 EA

Stan Perkes 0/15/2008

I'JP Water Quality (drinking/ground.l
Water quality would not be affected. lf water is to be
Cischarged then a permit would be needed ftom the EPA.

Stan Perkes 0/15/2008

NP Wetlands/Rioarian Zones Ihere are none present based on site visitation. Clayton Newberry 0/15/2008

NP Wild and Scenic Rivers
Checked the BLM GIS data layer and there $'ere none present
in the lease area.

Stan Perkes 0/15/2008

NP Wildemess
There are no wildemess areas designated by the U.S. Congress
cn BLM lands within the Vernal Field Office boundary.

Mark Wimmer 0t24t2008

NI
Rangeland Health Standards and

Guidelines
Openings Fenced in the plan meets Stds. Mark Wimmer 0/30/2008

NP Livestock Grazing Lidle Emma Allotment Land Health Stds. beins met. Mark Wimmer 0/30/2008

NP Woodland i Forestry No Resources Present based on onsite visit Mark Wimmer 0130/2008

NP
Vegetation including Special

Status Plant Species other than
FWS candidate or listed snecies

Based on a rer,'iew of the GIS data and personal knowledge fion
:ast field visits there are non present.

Clayton Newberry 0/ r 5/2008

NP

Fish and Wildlife Including
Special Status Species other than
FWS candidate or listed species

e.s. Misratorv birds.

),lone present based on a review ofthe BLM GIS data and field
visit.

Brandon McDonald 0/29/2008

PI Soils
Soils would need to stripped and planted prior to mining and
;oils would need to be placed back during reclamation.
Stipulation would be incomorated into the plan approval

Stan Perkes o/30t2008

NP Recreation \o Recreation issues planned Chuck Patterson 0/30/2008

NI Visual Resources

Facilities would not be visible flom the White River; which is
rver one mile away urith a significant change in vertical
:levation difference. This area is desisnated as a class [V visual
irea.

Stan Perkes l0/r 5/2008

NI
Geology I Mineral

ResourceslEnergy Production
Mining plan discusses the plugging ofany drill holes would be
in accordance to the Authorized Officer.

Stan Perkes 10/2912008

NP Paleontology
Based upon a survey completed September 3, 2008 there is no
loncem

Robin Hansen t0t22t2008

NI Lands ./ Access
Access by County Road and on-Lease road. Road on lease
would be required to be reclaimec.

Stan Perkes 10t29/2008

NI Fuels / Fire Management No issues present based on knowledge of area. Mark Wimmer 10/30/2008



Determi-
nation Resource Rationale for Determination* Signature Date

NI Socio-economics
Effects on social and economic values in the project area would
likely be minimal due to the size and scope ofthe project and
*ould not require funher analvsis

Mark Wimmer 0i24t2008

NI Wild Horses and Burros

Ihe proposed action area lies in the Bonanza Herd Area,
however; the Book Cliffs Resource Management Plan (1985)
lid not allocate AUMs in this herd area. Consequently, the area
is not being managed for wild horses or burros.

Mark Wimmer 0t2712008

NP Wilderness characteristics
Based on a review ofBL\4 GIS data this are does not contain
Wilderness Characteristics.

Stan Perkes 0t2912008
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Septernber 3,2008

Blaine Phillips
Bureau of Land Managernent
Vernal Field Offce
l7O South 500 East
Vernal, Utah 84078

RE; A Cultural Resource Inventory of the Ibm Taylor Mining ltraiecr, titr Ziegler Chemical
and Mining Corparation, Llintah Coun4,, Ura&. Sagehrush Consultants Culfiral
Resource Report No. l?12. BLM Cultural Resource Use Permit l{o. 0?UT54630.
Archaeological Survey Permit No. 58. Utah State A*tiquities Praject No. U-08-SJ-
0710b.

Dear Blaine:

This document is a letter report on the cultural resource inventory done for the pmposed
I'orn Taylor Mining Pmjecr. In August ?008. the Ziegler C;hernical aad Mining Corporation
t€gussted that Sagebrush Consultants, L.L.C. (Sagebrush). survry a small block area for the Tom
Taylor Mining Project. about 3.0 miles southwest of Bonanza, Uintah County, Utah.

The project area is located in T. l0S^, R. 248.. Sec. 3 on the IJS$S 7.5' euadrangle
southam canyon, utah (1968)(Figwe I ) ard lies oir lands managed by the Burcau of Land
Management. Venral Field Office (BLM), Vernal. On August ?j,2008, Sagebrush
archaeologists Sandy C. Pagano, Tromas Jones, Michacl Terlep, and Alllsa Wallin conducted
the intensive level cultural resource inventory for this Fojecr. The fieldrvork v"'as done under thc
BLM Cultural Resource Lrse Permit No. 0?r-,-T54630 and Arcbaeological Survey Permir No. 58,
issued try the Public Lands Policy Coordination Oi$ce, $alt lakc Cit3 . It was also done under the
auspices of L;tah State Antiquities Project Na. U-09-SJ-0?10b.

Prior to conducting field work, a file search fbr all Ot*urou*ly recorded rites and projects
rvithin one miie of the current projeet area was completed. on Auglst l g. 200f. a cls file
search fi,rr this pr<rject was conducted by Arie Leeflang rvitlr the Antiquities Section, I,tah
Dilision of State History. Salt Lake Cit-v. AIso. on Augusr 19, ?{X}lt. l\lartv T}romas. on behalf of
Sagehrush, eonducted a literat$re search of the files at the Utah Division of Stare History I'or
recorded cultural rest)urcc sites and previous projects located within one mile of the current
project. The ),lational Rcgister of Histtlric Plar:es (hiRHP) was checked for cultural resource$
notninated and li.sted in the vicinity o1'the current ptojer:t area. Ct'neral Land Office (GL0) plar
rraps were also e:iamineil ti_rr cultr.lral resources.

3670 QLrlncy Avenue. Suite 203 . Ogden. Utah 844fi3
Office {801i 3S4-0813 . Fax (801i 394"0'132 . E-mai: sageb@sag€brush.sonsultants.com
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PALAONTOLOGY EVALUATION SHEET

PROJECT: TON! TAYLOR lttININc PROJECT

LOCATIO|{I Tlrree miles southwest of Brxranza, l"it$ in thc NW ',! NF" I'i of scction 3. Tltls"
R24E" lJintah County. Utah.

OWNERSHIP: PRIVIxlsl'A1'[[ ] uLMlxJ L.ISFS[] NPst I tNDt I MIlllO'IHURIl

DATE: August 21. :(Xl8

GEOLOGI-/TOPOCRAPHI': Ncar the botkrm ofthe Uinta Fcrmation" Uppr"r Eocene Age. The
arca rits on the north sidc of a sa<ldle witlr a can]..on on tbe east and head of a draw or canyon to the
$'cst. The area slopes south and there is an alluvial cover along lhs south si<le of the survryed area
with rock exposures on the nrlnh side, Mostly tan sandstones wilh some gray mudstone layeni.

PALEONTOLOGYSURI"EYT YES I X J I'lOSurvey[ ] PAR'ilALSurveyI X ]
All the Uinta Fonnation outcrops in and around the proposed mine area were walkrd to survey tbr
f-ossils.

SURVE!' RESULTS: Lrlenebrarc[ ] l,lanr [ ] Verrebrare[ ] Trace[ ] Ner FossilsFound I X]
No vertebrate firssils wcrc ohsen'ed during the sun'ey. Some layers havc numerous invertebrale
burrou,s. but thcse are not of significant importance .

PALEONTOI,OCYSf:{SlTM'l'Y: HIG}I I I MEDILIM Ix ] LOW I Jonorrr-rsrrcrnr.,

MITCATIONRECO}|S|1:NIIATIONS: NONE LXI OTHtiR I l,\{,rr}florvi

No recornmendations arc hcing rnade fix.tlris prujecl.

'fhere is alu'alt sottc polcltial lirr discovery of signilicant paleontolcrgical resources in ths l.linta
Fornlaliun. It'significant vencbrate tirssils {rnammals. cnrcodilcs. cornplete tr.rrlle shclls. lish. etc.}
itrc encoutttercd during crrnstruction- rvork should stt'rp in that area and a paleoltologist contacted to
er.'al uate thc nratcrial di scolcrcd.

P.,IL1:ON'[OLOGIST: Alde,n H. Harnblin
1.ll'|tauh!ttt|\*'ul,lhrrli('ottwlttn{..t7Q'].\.|/rar:rr,illr,Highr.itt'(.'uktr(.t
t,t3h Sttle lialeontr}logicfll Pcrmit * (]':-355. lll..l,f paleonrolc'gical Rcsources Pennrr n t:T0ti-00-1f.
lJtah I'n l'essional {irnlor:ist t_it:ensc 51130I l-ll5tt.
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